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REMARKS 

Claims 1-5, 9-14, 16 and 17 are pending herein. 

By this Amendment, claims 11-13 and 15 are amended to incorporate allowable 
subject matter. Claim 15 has been canceled and claims 16 and 17 have been added. 

No new matter is added by this Amendment. Support for the amendments to the 
claims is found in the original specification, claims and figures. In particular, claims 11-13 
were amended to each include subject matter of allowed claims 1 and 2. Support for claim 16 
is found in original claim 2. Support for claim 17 is found in original claim 2 and at, for 
example, Figures 16 and 17. 

I. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the indication that claims 1-5, 9 and 10 are 
allowed. 

II. Information Disclosure Statement 

Information Disclosure Statements (IDS) were filed on March 29, 2004 and April 16, 
2004. However, Applicant has not yet received copies of form PTO-1449, from either IDS, 
acknowledging that the disclosed references have been considered by the Examiner. To this 
end, as a courtesy to the Examiner, Applicant attaches hereto copies of the form PTO-1449 
respectively filed with the March 29 and April 16 IDS. Applicant respectfully requires that 
the Examiner initial each reference as having been considered and return the executed forms. 

III. Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. SI 12, First, Second and Fourth Paragraphs 

Claims 11-15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first, second and fourth paragraphs 
because it is allegedly unclear how claims 11-13 and 15 further limit the "semiconductor 
device" of claim 1 . 



Application No. 10/058,116 

The Patent Office suggested that claim 1 1 be written in independent form including all 
the limitations of claims 1 and 11; claim 12 be rewritten in independent form including the 
limitations of claims 1,11 and 12; claim 13 be rewritten in independent form including the 
limitations of claim 1; and that claim 15 be rewritten in independent form including the 
limitations of claims 11,12 and 15. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Patent Office in that (1) the claims are 
already in a format accepted by U.S. practice and (2) the suggested amendments to the claims 
merely results in the same claims in a different format (i.e., combines dependent claims with 
their already allowed respective base claim). 

Nonetheless, in order to expedite allowance of this application, Applicant herein 
amends each of claims 11-13 and 15 as suggested by the Examiner. Accordingly, this 
rejection has been overcome. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection are thus respectfully requested. 
IV. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant respectfully submits this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-5,9-14, 
16 and 17 are earnestly solicited. 



Application No. 10/058,1 16 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable in order to place this 
application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
Applicant's representative at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Linda M. Saltiel 
Registration No. 51,122 

JAO:LMS/mlv 

Date: June 25, 2004 
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